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on whose conduct the Government Is bound to keep its eyea or a Zamindar who cannot but live a public life, is compelled to support the Press lest it should attack him. I have myself seen the following letter, which was addressed by the editor of a newspaper to a prominent public man, " As you are much before the public, it is our intention to write an article about you on such and such a date. Perhaps you would like to become a subscriber to our paper so that you may see that article when it appears ? "
The recipient of this letter, rightly or wrongly, believed that the character and tone of the article would be greatly influenced by his decision in regard to becoming a subscriber. Whatever the intention of such letters may be, there is no doubt that among Indian officers and gentlemen in the interior there is an impression that any attack made on them in a public newspaper tends to injure them with the Government. Now in the transferred Districts the Government would no longer be the Government of Bengal, with its headquarters at Calcutta, where the newspaper was to. be published. It would be a Government at Dacca, in another Province, where these newspapers were not read. The loss of influence and prestige, and the loss of clientele was one of the causes which led some at least of the native Press to oppose the partition scheme. . Others were led into it by their normal inclination to oppose anything which the Government advocated. In the usual way they misrepresented the motives and intentions of Government, and poured forth vituperation upon the measure it was carrying out. Only one or two were honest in their opposition.
The opposition was largely characterised by absolute want of principle. False stories were circulated to rouse the fears and indignation of the people. The Government, which only desired effective administration of the two Provinces concerned, was abused as being animated by a determination to break up and so destroy the influence of " the Bengali nation." All sorts of false statements were made in speeches delivered and